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 City of Arnolds Park Newsletter  
Fall 2010
Yard Waste/Open Burning

     There are proper disposal methods for yard waste and it should never be placed or blown on street right of ways, public roads, or neighboring lots.  

    Yard waste is collected on Tuesdays.  The yard waste must be in city bags, tied shut, and at the curbside by 7:00 a.m. on collection days.  

     The burning of yard waste is permitted.  Residents should always be courteous of their neighbors and use good judgment based on weather conditions.  All fires must be attended by a person 18 years of age or older at all times.  Any yard waste you burn on your property, must originate on your property.  The burning of garbage, rubber, or anything of a toxic matter is strictly prohibited.  Yard waste cannot be burned on City property.

Curbside Recycling

Recycling is collected curbside on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month.  Please clean recyclables before placing them in the recycling containers.  Make sure all recycling is in the recycling containers and not stacked beside them.  

     A community recycling facility is located next to the water tower.
Garbage Collection

     From now until Memorial Day, residential garbage will only be picked up once a week with that day being Monday.  Garbage is collected on all holidays, except Christmas.  Garbage collection begins at 7:00 a.m. in residential areas.  

   All garbage must be in City Bags and set at the curb.  City Garbage Bags may be purchased at City Hall, Casey’s, and Great Spirits Wine and Liquor in Arnolds Park, Buy Rite Foods in Milford, and HyVee in Spirit Lake.

    The City is currently working with Town and Country Garbage Services to provide the elderly, handicapped, etc. citizens of Arnolds Park with an alternate garbage pick-up service this winter.  If you are physically unable to get your garbage to the curb this winter, please contact City Hall at 712-332-2341 to make arrangements to have your garbage collected at your front step.
Community Room

     The City of Arnolds Park provides a Community Room for residents and guests to use and enjoy.  Approximately 75 people can be seated in the full Community Room.  The Community Room may also be divided in half for use by smaller groups.  A full kitchen is available.  Please contact City Hall for availability and fees.  The Arnolds Park Community Building is a smoke-free and alcohol-free facility.

Winter Weather

     Fall has arrived, and winter is just around the corner.  At this time we would like to remind you of a few things:

· Keep your sidewalks free of snow and ice—this is the responsibility of the property owner

· During snow removal, do not park, abandon, or leave unattended vehicles on any public street, alley, or City-owned off-street parking area unless the snow has been removed or plowed from said street, alley, or parking area and the snow has ceased to fall

· Drive carefully
Dickinson County Recycling Center

     For a small fee the Dickinson County Recycling Center accepts electronic waste (i.e. TVs, CPUs, VCRs, stereos), tires, white goods (i.e. stoves, refrigerators, dryers, freezers), and yard waste.  

     The recycling center has available, free of charge, wood chips and compost.  Call to check on availability.  

     Household Hazardous Materials are also accepted by appointment only and upon completion of a self-inventory sheet.

     The recycling center is located on County Road A34 ½ mile east of Highway 71 in Milford.  If you have any questions or to arrange an appointment to drop off hazardous materials, please call (712) 338-2549.
Police Department

     The Arnolds Park Police would like to remind everyone that all ATVs and unlicensed golf carts are not allowed on public roadways.  

     School is once again in session.  Drive safely and keep an eye out for children and play equipment that may get too close to the roadways.

     Winter will soon be here.  Please have an emergency travel kit in each vehicle.  Drive carefully and listen to weather forecasts.  If you must travel during inclement weather, please allow extra time to get to your destination. 

       All vehicles must be off City streets following a snowfall of 2 inches or more for snow removal.  If they are not removed, they will be ticketed and/or towed. 
     We would like to take this time to remind all pet owners that they must have their pets, especially dogs, contained on their property at all times.  When walking animals, they must be on a leash.   All animals must be in a secure location away from electric, gas, and water meters.  This will assure your meters are read properly.  Please clean up after your pets and keep them on a leash.
      You can reach the Arnolds Park Police at 332-2227 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday thru Friday.  After hours, please call the Communication Center at 336-2525; and for an emergency, call 911.
Library

     The library shares services with other libraries near and far in order to save money.  When you want a certain book and we don't carry it, we are always happy to borrow it for you.  The process is quick: there is a shared database online that shows which Iowa libraries own the book.  We ask for it on the spot and the book shows up a few days later, assuming it is not already checked out at its home library.  There is no cost to you.  When other libraries ask to borrow a book from here, we return the favor.  The State Library reimburses us postage when we lend out those books.
     The Dickinson County libraries share many things:  Spirit Lake Library held continuing education classes for us one day last week so we could attend very close to home.  Directors and staff from all the five county libraries were present.
    WILBOR is a new way libraries share audio book titles to loan out.  Many libraries all over the state went together to purchase a downloading ability for over 4,000 audio books.  Arnolds Park Library is included.  If you like to listen to books while you drive or sew, you'll love this.  Stop in at the library and we will get you set up to download.
     The combined Dickinson County libraries also took on a project to make all of the local newspapers available to you online.  Have you tried it?  It's fun to see how our local area lived in the olden days.  It's also a way to look up obituaries and news stories from the past.
     Library hours are 9 am to 6 pm on Mondays and Tuesdays, 9 am to 5 pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, and 10 am to noon on Saturdays.  The library is a computer hotspot for free internet. Check us out on the web at www.arnoldspark.lib.ia.us.  Our email address is info@arnoldspark.lib.ia.us.  Call with any questions: 712-332-2033.  
Projects

Sawmill Bridge: The sawmill bridge is complete.  There is still some paper work to be done, and some final action, but the bridge is complete and functional.       

Water Plant Upgrade:  The first phase is well underway.  The second phase will be bid this winter or next spring.  The Cities of Arnolds Park and Okoboji applied for IJOBS grants for the second phase, and the good news is that both were awarded grants for their respective portions of the projects.  The grant amounts were $1,435,000 and $860,000 respectively.  

Linden Dr:  Construction on Linden Drive has been set back to the spring of 2011.  Final phases of this will be Curb and Gutter/Sidewalk repair, and right turn lane at the intersection of Highway 71.  The final phase of this project was postponed due to the bridge construction on Rohr St.  Planning and Engineering is taking place at this time, with bidding anticipated in the winter.  

Abbie Gardner Park/Shelter House:  The City was successful at obtaining a REAP Grant to partially fund this project.  There still needs to be some planning between the State Historical Society of Iowa, the DNR, and the City to come up with a final plan for this project, which will involve parking, shelter house and trails.  The REAP Grant will offset $75,000 of the total cost.  

Main City Park:  The City Council and Park Board will be planning improvements to the City Park near the Green Space on Dewey St.  The site of the old maintenance building will be cleared, and a long-range plan should be generated for that area.  Upcoming meetings will involve public input as to what that area should ultimately look like and be used for, and those should commence this fall.  Removal of the old maintenance building and storage area near the water tower are anticipated for this fall as well.    

Utility Billing

     In order to receive the discount on your water, sewer, and garbage bill, payment must be received in our office or the Book Drop/Utility Bill Drop Box in front of City Hall by 5 p.m. on the day that they are due.  Bills are due on the 20th of the month.    

     The City has the ability to directly deduct the utility bills from checking accounts at any bank.  You would still receive a bill at your home stating paid by bank.  Contact the City Hall if you would like to make this change to your account.

     It is the responsibility of the landlord to contact City Hall whenever a tenant moves in or out.  The account will remain in the landlord’s name until City Hall has been contacted and a deposit has been paid by the tenant.    

Emergency Number

     If you have a water or sewer emergency on weekends or holidays, please call the Dickinson County Communications Center at (712) 336-2525.
 Water Leaks

     Are water leaks costing you money? Periodically you should:

· Check all faucets for drips. Replace worn and leaking washers, gaskets, pipes or defective fixtures. 

· Check for leaks on outside faucets, and make sure the valve closes properly. 

· Check toilets for leaks--they are the most common cause of high bills! Check the overflow of the tank to make sure no water is running over (float level may be set too high).  The flapper valve in the bottom of the tank is also a location of a possible leaking toilet. 

     How to Check for Leaks-Studies show that dripping faucets and leaking toilets account for as much as 14% of all indoor water use, equivalent to 10 gallons (38 liters) per person of water lost per day.

     Read Your Water Meter - Use your water meter to check for leaks in your home. Start by turning off all faucets and water-using appliances and make sure no one uses water during the testing period.

     Take a reading on your water meter, wait for about 30 minutes, and then take a second reading. If the dial has moved, you have a leak.

     Check for Leaky Toilets - The most common source of leaks is the toilet; an average of 20% of toilets leak.  Check toilets for leaks by placing a few drops of food coloring in the tank. If after 15 minutes the dye shows up in the bowl, the toilet has a leak.

Leaky toilets can usually be repaired inexpensively by replacing the flapper.

· Toilets can account for almost 30% of all indoor water use, more than any other fixture or appliance.

· Older toilets (installed        prior to 1994) use 3.5 to 7        gallons (13-27 liters) of        water per flush and as        much as 20 gallons (76        liters) per person per        day.

· Replacing an old toilet with a new model can save the typical household 7,900 to 21,700 gallons (29,902 - 82,135 liters) of water per year, cutting both your water and wastewater bills.

     Check for Leaky Faucets - The next place to check for leaks is your sink and bathtub faucets. Replacing the rubber O-ring or washer inside the valve can usually repair dripping faucets.  
156 N. Highway 71 • Arnolds Park, Iowa • Phone:  712-332-2341 • Fax: 712-332-9245

E-Mail:  aphall@mchsi.com • Web-site:  www.arnoldsparkcity.com 
